BOOK REVIEW ASSIGNMENT - SOWK 3340 
THE OTHER AMERICA


All students will write a book report on the required text, The Other America, by Michael Harrington. 

The text will not be discussed in class until after the book reports have been submitted. 

Students will answer 9 questions which are listed at the end of these instructions. Questions should be answered in numerical order. The report need not follow a standardized style sheet, should not utilize footnotes or citation references. Students should review the information on plagiarism. Be certain that you identify your own thoughts and ideas from those of the author. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers must be in your own words, not Michael Harrington’s. Use quotes very sparingly. 

Papers will be graded primarily upon the content of the book report. It is crucial that all questions are answered in your report. 

Book reports must be typed and double spaced. Assignments will be submitted through the class Blackboard page. Paper submissions will not be accepted. 

You will be graded on your ability to answer the questions in a succinct fashion. Written errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, sentence completeness, etc., will significantly lower your grade. 


Suggestion: Use the questions as an outline when you read the book. You are required to answer all 9 questions.

QUESTIONS FOR BOOK REPORT

Papers using racist or sexist language are unacceptable and will result in a failing grade. Additionally, students must not utilize demeaning characteristics when referring to people. 
A final word of caution: It is always unacceptable to refer to people by adjectives. Notice that Harrington himself violates this rule very often. (Example: it is incorrect to use phrasing such as the homeless, the mentally ill, the alcoholics, etc.) 

Each of these questions must be answered: 
1. Harrington believes that government assistance is different for rich people and poor people. How does he believe the assistance is different? Discuss. 

2. Harrington disputes the assertion that “poor people cause their own problems.” Discuss. 

3. Harrington maintains that the majority of poor people are not on welfare. Discuss. 

4. Who are the poor people “left behind?” Why? 

5. What are the reasons that Harrington believes cause the Other America to be invisible? 

6. What does Harrington mean by the phrase “Socialism for the rich, free enterprise for the poor.” 

7. What is required to fight a “war on poverty” and which level of government must fight this war? Why? 

8. Harrington provides a lengthy discussion of a number of groups of people who compromise the Other America. Discuss two of these groups. Include a broad description including: Who are these people? Why are they poor? What are some of the significant problems for this group? Include any other descriptive information that would help your reader understand the problems experienced by this group. 

9. Provide an analysis of your impression of the Other America today. Have things improved or deteriorated? What remains to be done? Who should do it? Think in broad societal terms when answering this question? In essence, you should address the question, “After 50 years does the book The Other America still reflect American society.” Be relatively brief. There are no right or wrong answers. You should reflect and demonstrate critical thinking skills. 
